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earth than I encountered a woman; I craftily entered
her womb, and there assumed a little body. I had
with me a she-devil, who did the same thing. As
soon as we were about the size of an ear of corn,
this woman wished to be delivered of her fruit, know-
ing that she had not conceived by human means,
and fearing that this ocki® might bring her some mis-
fortune. So she found means of hastening her time.
Now it seems to me that in the meantime, being
ashamed to see myself followed by a girl, and fear-
ing that she might afterwards be taken for my wife,
I beat her so hard that I left her for dead; in fact,
she came dead into the world. This woman, being
delivered, took us both, wrapped us in a beaver skin,
carried us into the woods, placed us in the hollow of
a tree, and abandoned us. We remained there until,
a Savage passing by, I began to weep and cry out,
that he might hear me. He did, indeed, perceive
me; he carried the news to the village; my mother
came, she took me again, bore me to her cabin, and
brought me up such as thou seest me.” This char-
latan also related about himself that when he was
young, as he was [73] very ill-shapen, the children
made war upon him and ridiculed him, and that he
had caused several of them to die; that, nevertheless,
he had finally decided to endure it henceforth, lest
he might ruin the country if he should kill all; that
was a fine piece of bluster. Your Reverence will
hear still more extravagant stories about him, in the
course of time. At all events, behold in him one of
the great Physicians of the country; nor did he lack
practice. As for us, we could well dispense, thank
God, with his remedies. We had recourse to another
Physician, who has made us deeply sensible of his



